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EXODUS─the ship that launched a nation 

The 70th  anniversary of  the  voyage 

July 11, 2017, marked the 70th anniversary of the voyage of 
the Exodus, a ship carrying over 4,500 Jewish immigrants 
from France to British Mandatory Palestine. The large ship, 
formerly the steamer SS President Warfield from Baltimore, 
Maryland, left the southern French port of Sete on July 11, 
1947. A majority of the ship’s passengers were Holocaust 
survivors. They had no legal documents to enter the British-
controlled Palestine. When they neared the port of Haifa, the 
British Royal Navy’s soldiers boarded the ship, attempting 
to turn the vessel back. 

The British vehemently opposed any large-scale 
immigration to Palestine. They prepared a massive naval 
and military force to turn back any refugees. Therefore, over 
half of the voyages (recorded to have been 142) and most 
intercepted immigrants were sent to internment camps in 
Cyprus (a British colony), the Atlit detention camp in 
coastal Palestine, and to Mauritius. An estimated 50,000 
Jews ended up in these camps. More than 1,600 drowned at 
sea, and only a few thousand actually managed to enter 
Palestine. Thanks to the British declaration, called “White 
Paper,” Jewish immigration to the Mandate was curbed at 
75,000 over a five-year period right before WW2. The 
British used it as an excuse to keep the Jewish Holocaust 
survivors away from Palestine. 

So it was that Exodus was not allowed to go to Palestine but 
was turned away to Cyprus and the internment camps. After 
some weeks, the ship with the refugees was on the way to 
France. To make matters worse, the British actually lead the 
ship to Hamburg, Germany, where they forced the 
passengers to disembark. 

Women and children agreed to obey, but men had to be 
carried out. All the weeks of sailing and camps, the 
survivors suffered from sickness, heat and food shortages. 
Exodus was prepared to endure medical needs and even 
casualties. Several babies were born during the sailings and 
one woman died in childbirth. It was manned by a crew of 
over 30 volunteers, mostly American Jews. 

The Exodus passengers were part of the “second wave of 
immigration” that included over sixty ships. Its name and 
story received much international attention. It took place in 
the era when the British Mandate was nearing an end and 
the British withdrew from Palestine. Years later, many of 
the Exodus refugees settled in Israel. Historians say Exodus 
1947 helped unify the Jewish community of Palestine and 
the Holocaust-survivor refugees in Europe─for the 
launching of the nation of Israel. (Resources: The Times of 
Israel and WikiCommons photos) 

Commemorative plaque at Exodus 1947 launch site in France 



He that  dwel leth  in  the  secret  p lace…   
 

Another  UN resolut i on against  Is rae l   Turkey and ter ror ism
 
In early July, UNESCO (United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization) passed another anti-
Israel resolution. In a stormy session, votes were cast to 
have the Tomb of the Patriarchs (Cave of Machpelah) in 
the Old City of Hebron listed as a Palestinian world 
heritage site in danger.  
 

Why only a Palestinian site? Israel’s UN Ambassador 
criticized the resolution as Hebron is one of Judaism’s 
holiest sites. Jewish patriarchs and matriarchs Abraham and 
Sarah, Isaac and Rebekah, and Jacob and Leah are buried in 
the historic mausoleum which in designated days and hours, 
is open for Jewish and Moslem worshippers and visitors. 
 

May their memory be blessed 
 
Israel mourns of the dramatic loss of life in the Halamish 
(Neve Tzuf) Jewish community in Samaria. In late July, an 
Arab terrorist broke into the Solomon family home and 
stabbed to death three of the family members. The US 
Ambassador to Israel, David Friedman, along with other US 
and Israeli officials, paid a condolence visit to the family. 
“May God bless them and spare them further sorrow, and 
may evil be defeated,” said Ambassador Friedman. 
 

Israel Border Police provides security in Jerusalem, 
including the Temple Mount. In July, riots broke out after 
terrorists killed two and injured two more members of the 
Border Police Force. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 

With the shifting powers in the Middle East, Turkey is 
positioning itself for dominance of the region. It appears 
that Turkey also wants to be a player in matters related to 
the Gaza Strip and West Bank. A Hamas terrorist group’s 
money laundering ring, which funneled hundreds of 
thousands of dollars from officials in Gaza to the West bank 
city of Hebron, was operating to increase funding for 
terrorist activities. When the Hamas ring was exposed in 
August, it became clear that Turkey had been a part of it.  
 

Unite in prayer… 
 
- Ask the Lord for wisdom for Israel’s leaders 
- Pray fervently for all communities to be protected from 

terror attacks by Hamas and other terrorist groups 
- Pray continually for the Lord to shield school children 

from attacks of all kinds as the new school year begins. 
Children have difficulties sleeping and concentrating in 
their studies. Pray for their safety and peace in sleep. 

- Pray that all Israel looks for help only from the God of 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

 

He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall 
abide under the shadow of 
the Almighty (Psalm 91:1). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                The Halamish Jewish community in Samaria suffered a deadly terrorist attack in July. 



 
 A big salute and thank you to all the 
 volunteers, and everyone involved on behalf  
 of Israel at HELP International USA. The 
 hard work and prayers for CFI’s ministry and 
 the Jewish people helped us tear down many  
 walls. On behalf of all the new immigrants 
 that come to our Jerusalem Distribution 
 Center, we express our deep gratitude for  
 your constant support and prayers for Aliyah. 
  
 Our Distribution Center staff faithfully carries 
 out this important work, to undo damage 
 done for twenty centuries in the name of 
 Jesus. Plowing the ground has not been easy,  
 but the ground is now softer toward the seeds 
 of love that we plant in every heart of those  
 who come to us at the Center. 
 
 It is important for CFI to represent the One 
   we follow in the right way. Because of  
 partnering together, so many walls have been 
 torn down and friendships strengthened. 
 What a difference it has made in Israel 
 toward Christians. Let’s keep working! It has 
 been said “our standard of giving is more 
 important than our standard of living.” Thank 
 you for making provision for the people of  
 God! (Reference: Rocio Fordham, Open Gates) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

    CFI’s Patty with a new immigrant mother and child. 
            
            
 
 
 
 
 
 

              

 Love the LORD your God and serve Him with all your heart and all your soul (Deuteronomy 11:13b). 
 

 

The Min is t ry  of  CFI─Fai th  i n Act ion   
 

The best  act  o f  k indness               G iv ing out  H is  love
 
Wisdom is required to enable us to best serve the needs in Israel.  
Reaching out there requires traveling to individual homes, driving 
through Israeli traffic, trying to avoid traffic jams, locating the exact 
address of needy people, finding a parking space, and then walking─ 
sometimes several blocks─carrying gifts of love sent by the ministry 
supporters. 
 

To find open doors to walk through requires the wisdom of 
understanding each person’s needs. The Jewish elderly in Israel often 
have just enough money to live on the most basic level, and at the end 
of every month must decide between paying for medicine or purchasing 
food. “The best acts of kindness aren’t random. They stem from 
understanding what the situation requires” (Rabbi Yehonasan Gefen). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CFI’s team members on a home visit to Holocaust survivors in Petach Tikvah. 
 
Effective ministry is accomplished through faith put into practice in a 
demonstration of service to the people. Mostly neglected by historical 
Christendom and targets of Christian anti-Semitism, the Jewish people 
deserve to receive our love and kindness. 
 

Friends who go to serve in Israel are a devoted and heart-inspiring team 
of Christians. They represent the true Christianity. In so many ways, 
they reflect the Macedonian woman, Lydia, who used her abilities, 
enthusiasm, singleness of purpose and mental acumen to bless others. 
Like Lydia, these servants of the Lord─both men and women─in spite 
of other obligations, set aside time each year to go and help. There is a 
place and opportunity for YOU to serve in Jerusalem.  
For details contact: personnel@cfijerusalem.org. 
 
     

     
 



 
   September Project:  Communities Under Attack    
 

  The Temple Mount attack    
 
 In mid-July, three terrorists opened fire on a group of 

 policemen near the Temple Mount in the Old City, 

 killing two Israeli police officers and injuring two more. 

 Both killed were young Druze officers. The attackers 

 had brought several guns to the Islamic holy site. The 

 two attackers lost their lives during the attack.  The 

 Jerusalem Police Commander, along with the Public  

 Security Minister, issued a directive barring Muslims 

 and Jews from accessing the holy site. Security forces 

 were on high alert across the country. 
 

 When the Temple Mount was again open for visitors, 

 the Muslim Waqf (Muslim religious authority) denied 

 Muslim entry and joined with other Islamic groups to 

 “boycott all Israeli aggression measures,” including 

 placing metal detectors on the Temple Mount. (It is 

 difficult to see how an improved security for all visitors 

 would harm Muslim worshippers.) 
 

 As always in any situation in the Holy City, the Waqf 

 encouraged rioting. Thousands of Palestinians entered 

 the site after a 12-day boycott. Some hurled stones at 

 police, causing injuries for 10 police officers and over 

 one hundred Palestinians. As a result of days-long 

 rioting, Israel agreed to remove the metal detectors, 

 handing a victory to the Palestinians. Thankfully, Israel 

 has ultimate control over the site and can limit access 

 as needed. 
 

 Please join us to stand with Israel in Jerusalem and in 

 all the Jewish communities under attack. Thank you! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  
   Rioters in the Tomb of the Rock compound proves that the 
   site has no meaning to Muslims other than use as a political 
                            weapon against Israel.   
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

EXODUS  

Directed by Otto Preminger (1960)                      

  

 The story of “the ship that 

 launched a nation” has 

 been told time and again. 

 This 1960 film Exodus is 

 a narrative, based on the  

 ship’s story and Leon Uris’  

 1958 novel of the same  

 name. It masterfully  

 represents the spirit of 

 hundreds of thousands of  

 Holocaust survivors and  

 their struggle for a country  

 and place to live and raise  

 their family in peace and 

 safety. 
  

 Life in Palestine was hard 

and dangerous. They, like Ari, the Exodus captain, refused 

to give up, risking their lives for the greater cause of Israel’s 

independence. Exodus is warmly recommended as an 

extraordinarily moving, historic chronicle of the rebirth of a 

people, set in the 1940s. 

                                                      D14   EXODUS     $21.00 
               

 
 

 
 
Credit and Debit Card Gifts:  

If you would like to make a donation by 

a mobile phone, start a new message to 

704-245-6096 (CFI−USA text donations) 

with the amount you wish to give by 

entering $25, $50, $100, etc. Follow 

the instructions texted back to your 

smart phone to set up your account.  

Fill out your name, address, phone  

number and Credit Card details.  

Confirm the gift amount and frequency (one-time or 

recurring credit card gifts). Confirmation comes to you 

by e-mail.   
 

Monthly Recurring Gifts: Add your banking details by 

texting EDIT, or on-line from your PC. See the insert for all 

the ways to give to our assistance work in Israel. 
 

Thank you! We could not fulfill His calling without you. 

 

Christian Friends of Israel–USA 
P.O. Box 470258      Charlotte  NC 28247-0258     704.544.9110     cfiusa@cfi-usa.org     cfi-usa.org 
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