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The First Zionist Congress of 1897 in Basel, Switzerland is 

widely seen as the first step on the Jewish people’s path to 

re-establish a nation-state in their ancient homeland. It was 

in Basel, where the World Zionist Organization was 

founded and where Herzl was made its first president. This 

year (2017) marks 120 years since the first congress was 

convened by Herzl. 
 

Theodor (Benjamin) Herzl was born in Budapest, Hungary. 

He received a basic Jewish education and was later educated 

in the spirit of the German-Jewish Enlightenment, which 

was characteristic for the Jews living in Central Europe in 

that time. Working as a correspondent, Herzl came face-to-

face with growing anti-Semitism. He attended the trial of 

Alfred Dreyfus, a Jewish officer in the French army who 

was unjustly accused of treason. As Herzl witnessed how 

mobs in Paris shouted “Death to the Jews,” he understood 

that in order the Jewish people to have any future, national 

and political solutions were needed. 
 

Herzl believed that only by establishing a state for the 

Jewish people could the Jews resolve their distress and bring 

an end to anti-Semitism. His new Zionist vision was 

presented in its entirety in his book entitled, Der Judenstaat, 

The Jewish State. The enlightened elite rejected the plan and 

the book. However, his ideas were met with enthusiasm by 

the larger Jewish world, who considered Herzl to be a 

modern Moses. 

 

It was very important for Herzl to gain international and 

legal recognition of the rights of the Jewish people in Eretz 

Israel─before beginning actual settlement there. He 

conducted diplomatic ties to disseminate his plans and to 

receive a Charter─the right of Jews to settle in Israel, which 

was granted by the Turkish Sultan. 
 

Herzl continued his Zionist activity by meeting with leaders 

all over the world and working to promote the Zionist 

Movement. At the Sixth Zionist Congress held in 1903, 

Herzl laid out his “Uganda Program,” proposing that Jews 

settle in the British Territory of Uganda. As the proposal 

was met with a storm of condemnation, Herzl quickly 

announced that it was merely a temporary solution. 
 

A few days after the First Zionist Congress in Basel, where 

Herzl said that “at Basel, I founded the Jewish State,” he 

had noted in his diary: “If I said this out loud today, I would 

be answered by universal laughter. Perhaps in five years, 

certainly in 50, everyone will realize it.” His vision became 

a reality, as the State of Israel was founded almost exactly 

half a century after he wrote these words. Herzl did not live 

to see the realization of his vision. He died with a broken 

spirit in Edlach, near Vienna in 1904.  
 

In light of his final request, following the establishment of 

the State of Israel, his body was brought for reinternment in 

1949 on Mt. Herzl, which was named in his memory. 



 

The new Herzl Museum on Jerusalem’s Mount Herzl 

provides a spectacular audio-visual encounter with the 

visionary of the Jewish State, and offers a thought-

provoking hour-long portrait regarding the status of the 

Jews according to Herzl. A visit to the Museum allows us to 

share Herzl’s daring aspirations, his deep disappointments 

and his turbulent personal journey. The greatness of his 

achievements highlights Herzl’s vision and allows visitors 

to share in the challenge of his legacy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Entrance to the Herzl Museum (World Zionist Organization) 

 

Mount Herzl, known also as Mount of Memory, is 834 

meters above sea level, the highest point in Jerusalem. In 

1951, the government decided to establish a national 

cemetery on Mount Herzl for Israeli leaders and fallen 

soldiers. Theodor Herzl, his parents, two of his children and 

other family members are buried there. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Herzl’s grave monument 

 

In August 27, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu planned 

to travel to Basel to commemorate the 120
th
 anniversary 

since the First Zionist Congress in 1897. Due to poor 

planning, mainly in Basel, the Swiss authorities have 

informed Israel that the scheduled event is canceled.  

Arrangements are now being made for a September 

commemoration on Mount Herzl.  
(References: The Herzl Museum and other on-line resources) 

 

 

As Israel marks the fiftieth anniversary of its military 

victory in the Golan Heights during the Six-Day War in 

1967, President Reuven Rivlin has called for global 

recognition of Israeli rule there, speaking about the 

territory’s importance to the survival of the Jewish State. 
 

“The nations of the world must formally recognize that the 

Golan is an integral part of the State of Israel, and is 

essential to our existence as a people. The Golan Heights 

are strategic to Israel’s ability to safeguard its border,” 

President Rivlin stated in late June. 
 

Speaking in a youth conference near the town of Katzrin on 

the Golan, PM Netanyahu said, “The Golan Heights will 

forever remain under Israeli sovereignty. We will never 

leave the Golan Heights. It is ours. If we are not here, 

radical Islam will be, and we all understand the 

consequences.” 
 

Since 1981, Israeli law has been applied to the Golan but 

Israel never officially annexed the area. (Photo: Remains of 

the Nimrod Fortress in Galilee. The Times of Israel, and other on-

line resources)  
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 Intercede for rain in Israel and the entire 
 region. Also, about 1.6 million Syrian 

 refugees in Lebanon need water from Israel. 
 

 Beseech the Lord for the restoration of Lake 
 Kinneret (Sea of Galilee), greatly reduced 

 due to years of drought. Pumping water for  
 agricultural needs has stopped. 

 
 Pray wisdom for Israel’s government with 

 the illegal immigrant situation. It is 

 estimated that 100,000 economic migrants 
 and asylum-seekers of African origin are  

 now living in the southern neighborhoods of  
 Tel Aviv. Most of them remain in the country 

 illegally. 
 

 Cover with daily prayers PM Netanyahu, 
 President Rivlin and their families, Israeli 

 military and first responders, firefighters 
 and police force.  

 
 Intercede God’s protection for all the 

 borders, cities, communities and neighbor- 
 hoods. Include in your prayers all men, 

 women and children of Israel─their safety 

 and spiritual and mental health. 
 

 In prayer, hasten the time when all Israel 
 will acknowledge the Lord and say:  

  

Blessed is He who comes in the Name 

of the LORD. We bless you from the 

house of the LORD (Ps 118:26). 

 

  
 

   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“We have been waiting for you for a long time, actually for 70 years,” 

said Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu when welcoming Narendra 

Modi, the Prime Minister of India on July 4. The three-day visit was the 

first ever by an Indian Prime Minister to the independent Jewish State. 

The two leaders spoke about economic partnership, immigration and 

centuries’ old links between their countries. Prime Minister Modi, 

representing 1.3 billion Indians, is reported stating that the sky is the 

limit in future economic co-operation with Israel. An estimated 90,000 

Jews of Indian origin have made Aliyah to Israel. Today the southern 

city of Be’ersheva has the largest Indian Jewish community. 

 

Lights off in Gaza 
 

Since Gaza Strip’s sole power plant stopped operating in late April this 

year, the Strip’s population of close to 2 million Palestinians relies 

almost entirely on electricity imported from Israel. Due to the political 

struggle in Gaza, the Palestinian Authority has asked Israel to reduce 

the amount of power it transfers daily to Gaza. In 2007, the terrorist 

group Hamas won the Palestinian elections making the PA very 

unhappy about it. By reducing Israel’s power supply, the PA is fighting 

Hamas for control over the Strip. Israel has its own struggle with the PA 

because, for years, the PA has carried overdue electric bills, 

accumulating to hundreds of millions of Israeli shekels. For the sake of 

the people in Gaza, Israel continues supplying electricity, even with 

reduced daily hours. 

 

Crises with segregated prayers      
 
In June, prayer at Judaism’s holiest site was the subject of serious 

disagreements between Jews in the US and in Israel. Women in both 
countries demanded mixed men and women’s prayer at the wall. In 

2016, Israel had approved a plan to officially recognize a special prayer 
area at the Western Wall in a compromise reached after years of 

negotiations by liberal Israeli and American Jewish groups and the 
Israeli authorities. It was seen as a significant step in promoting 

religious pluralism in Israel. However, the program was never 
implemented due to the 

demands by the ultra-Orthodox 

members of the government.  
Appealing to his coalition 

partners and wealthy American 
Jewish donors, PM Netanyahu 

has promised a new mixed- 
gender prayer area under the 

Robinson’s Arch of the Wall 
plaza. 

 
           Citizens and visitors from all 
            faiths and backgrounds are 
        welcome at the Western Wall.  



 
   August Project: Special-Needs Children     
 

  Touching lives with love and care   
 
 Children and youth with disabilities and other special  

 needs are a risk group in any country. In Israel, a variety  

 of practical assistance, services and medical care is  

 necessary to ensure that they, too, will have a fulfilling 

 life as they deserve. In some cases, parents have 

 abandoned their special-needs children. Youth Villages 

 and families with caregiver training are the only 

 “home” option these children will have. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

    Rosh Tzurim kibbutz offers horseback riding therapy and 

  helps youth to learn practical skills needed in a farm setting. 

 

 Children with autism may be the most challenging group 

 to care for. Only in Israel I have witnessed how, in some 

 cases, autistic children are responding well to treatments 

 and care, and are able to develop some level of communi-

  cation to join other children 

  for play and other activities.  

  The needs are many from  

  clean bedding, playgrounds  

  and medical equipment to 

  young adults’ sheltered  

  housing. The communities  

  we help are situated in 

  Judea and Samaria.  
 
   

    Please join us to assist 

  Israeli children with special 

  needs. Together we are 

  making a real difference 

  in their and their families’ 

  lives. Thank you!   
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
TOUCHING THE HEART OF GOD  

By Paul Wilbur (2015)                      
 

Did you know that you have 

a huge inheritance and that  

you serve a King who exposes 

His plans, purposes, power, and 

deepest secrets to you as a 

citizen in His Kingdom? In this 

book you will learn about the 

King and His Kingdom─its 

order, its benefits, and the  

privilege afforded to its 

citizens in celebrating the 

greatest military and spiritual 

victories in recorded history. 
 

The God of all creation actually keeps a calendar that 

celebrates His activity in the history of mankind and 

encourages our participation in the feasts. Whether you are 

a Messianic or Gentile believer in the Messiah, you will find 

new and empowering insights in this book, which will build 

your faith and provoke your participation. (Book description) 
 

                          B65   Touching The Heart of God     $18.00 
               

 
 

 
 
 

Credit and Debit Card Gifts: If you would like to make a  

 donation by a mobile phone, start a new  

 message to 704-245-6096 (CFI−USA text  

 donations) with the amount you wish to 

 give by entering $25, $50, $100, etc.  

 Follow the instructions texted back to  

 your smart phone to set up your account. 

 Fill out your name, address, phone  

 number and Credit Card details.  

 Confirm the gift amount and frequency  

 (one-time or recurring credit card gifts). 

Confirmation comes to you by e-mail. You have an option 

to REFUND the gift if needed.  
 

ACH Direct Debits: Using your smart phone, text EDIT to 

add your banking details for recurring gifts securely from 

your bank account to CFI-USA’s account. See the insert for 

all the ways to give to our work in Israel. 
 

Thank you! We could not fulfill His calling without you. 

              Christian Friends of Israel–USA 
                    P.O. Box 470258   Charlotte    NC 28247-0258 
                  704.544.9110   cfiusa@cfi-usa.org   cfi-usa.org 
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